The title compound was synthesized similarly to a method described in the literature [1], Alkylation of CH2(COOEt)2 by C 6 H 5 CH 2 Br in EtOH containing EtONa gave (C6H 5 CH 2 ) 2 C-(COOEt)2, which was reduced by L1AIH4 in Et20 to give (C 6 H 5 CH2)2C(CH20H)2. Methylation of the diol by Mel in THF gave 2,2-dibenzyl-l,3-dimethoxypropane. Colourless prismatic crystals for the X-ray structure determination were obtained by recrystallization from methanol.
Discussion
Electron donors play a fundamental role in modern Ziegler-Natta catalyst systems for the polymerization of propene [2] . A novel and simplified generation of MgCb-supported catalysts used as internal donors was developed with the discovery of 1,3-diethers [2] . These donors are known for having the property to produce highly active and stereospecific catalysts without any external donors. Herein we report the structure of a diether moleculse of -.2-dibenzyl-l,3-dimethyloxypropane. In the title compound, the centre C(3) atom which links two methoxymethyl groups and benzyl groups has sp 3 hybrid geometry with C-C-C at 107° -111
The atoms C(l), 0(1), C(2), C(3), C(4), 0(2) and C(5) are coplanar with rms deviation being 0.03 Â. Table 2 . Atomic coordinates and displacement parameters (in A").
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